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Abstract 
This study focuses on how statistics can be used to solve the problem of 
poor governance in Nigeria’s democratic setting. Concerted efforts have 
been made to introduce how statistics can be used in major aspects of 
governance to provide basic social necessities required of the 
government as evidence for good governance. The study further 
indicates how statistics can be used in each sector of the economy to 
generate the required data for proper and correct planning and 
formulation of policies that are required for good governance. The 
results of the research show that when statistical structure and services 
are strengthened, it will provide more effective internal and external 
services, leadership co-ordination and harmonization of resources for 
the betterment of its citizens. In addition, statistics provides inputs, 
adequate, accurate and quality data for solid planning for good 
governance. It is recommended that statistical profile should be elevated 
in the country and link with developmental projects, as well as giving 
priority to development of statistical master plans and structure that will 
address data need. 

Introduction 

The governance of any nation depends mostly on the leadership. If the leadership has sincere 

interest of its people, programmes that will be embarked upon will center on the basic needs of its citizens. 

The current state of an entity called Nigeria in terms of infrastructural decay and increased poverty rate and 

lack of social amenities, calls for understanding of “Good Governance” and how it is achieved or attained. 

According to a UNDP report (1999), governance is defined as, “the exercise of political, economic 

and administrative authority to manage a nation’s affairs. It is the complex of mechanisms, processes, 

relationships and institutions through which citizens and groups articulate their interests, exercise their 

rights and obligations and mediate their differences. Governance embraces all of the methods - Good and 

bad- that societies use to distribute power and manage public resources and problems”. 

Good governance can be seen from two perspectives- leadership and followership. For good 

governance, the leadership should provide the quality basic social amenities to the citizenry at affordable 

cost while the followership should play their own role as specified by the leadership. 

Annan (1999), summarize good governance as follows “In practice good governance involves 

promoting the rule of law, tolerance of minority and opposition groups, transparent political processes, an 

independent judiciary, an impartial police, a military that is strictly subject to civilian control. A free press 

and vibrant civil society institutions, as well as meaningful electrons. Above all, good governance means 

respect for human rights”. 

The quality of a country’s governance however, means the degree to which its institutions (such as 

parliament) and processes (such as election) are transparent i.e. not susceptible to the people, allowing 

them to participate in decisions that affect their lives. It is also the degree to which the private sector and 

organizations are true and able to participate. Annan, opines that, Good or democratic” governance exists 

when the authority of the government is based on the will of the people and is responsive to them. It is 

when open, democratic institutions allow full participation in political affairs and when human rights 

protections guarantee the right to speak, assemble and dissect. And it is when government and 

governmental institutions are pro-poor, promoting the sustainable human development of the citizens. 

Furthermore, Annan stressed, “good governance ensures that civil society plays active role in 

setting priorities and making the needs of the most vulnerable people in society known. In sum, 

governance is good if it supports a society in which people can expand their choices in the way they live; 

promotes freedom from poverty, deprivation, fear and violence; and sustains the environment and women 

advancement”. 
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According to UN (1999), Conference Report, “good governance encourages politics of inclusion, 

accommodation and tolerance which are essential to human development and poverty alleviation”. 

However, good governance requires planning, policy-making and decision - making, to aid legislation and 

for increasing knowledge about the situation. This area is basically the domain of statistics in which 

statistical information form the bases for solid and sound good governance. 

According to Domingo (2001), “The growing concern on good governance has consequently led 

to the need to generate indicators for the various aspects of governance. The indicators will be useful in 

highlighting and undertaking in-depth study of relevant issues among others. Considering the policy 

framework for governance and institutional development, statistics are crucial inputs in the implementation 

of good governance strategies based on six interrelated principles. These include: result orientation, 

subsidiary, circumscribed governance, accountability, and transparency, empowerment, and strategic 

partnership and critical collaboration”. 

Domigo (2001) opines that, “the statistical data are needed in gauging good governance in terms 

of the improvement of service delivery and ethical standard in society, creation of an enabling environment 

for sustainable development; and strengthening of institutions of governance. Ultimately, indicator of 

societal outcome, such as reduction of poverty, greater competitiveness of the economy and attainment of 

social equity and justice, will have to be generated. 

The role of statistics in good governance is further stressed by Fellegi (1995); “An objective of 

national statistical system is to provide relevant, comprehensive, accurate and objective statistical 

information. Generally, statistics are invaluable for monitoring the country’s economic and social 

conditions, the planning and evaluation of government and private sector programmes and investments 

policy debates and advocacy, and the creation and maintenance of an informed public”. 

Moreover, literatures on good governance cite the adoption of best practices on various aspects on 

governance, which include the essential functions of planning and management. This makes statistical 

information imperative in good governance since it is an important resource in planning (Fellegi, 1995). 

This paper is concerned with how statistical tools can be used in collecting adequate, required, 

authentic, specific and quality data that are required for quality planning and management, and good 

governance. 

Application of Statistics to Good Governance 

The importance of statistics to good governance cannot be over - estimated. The whole concept of 

good governance centers on how to make lives meaningful to the citizens, which requires data collection for 

such decision-making. In this section efforts were made to highlight some impetus of good governance in 

relation to statistical information. 

Census and Surveys 

To have a good governance, there is a strong need for the administrators / leaders to have the 

correct and adequate data/figures of the people living in the country. 

Bisira et al (2002), defined census as follows “Census is the list of all the units in a target 

population along with the collection of some vital information on every unit in the population. It consists 

of complete enumeration to the people in a country with questions oil sex, age, occupation, state, 

employment, marital status etc”. 

Moreover, survey according to them, is defined as, “The process of extracting some useful 

scientific information from a sample in such a way that whatever information collected is a representative 

of a population”. 

A key data source is the national census, conducted in many countries every It) years. Census 

data provides a valuable source of statistical information about the current state of a country and its 

people. By comparing one set of result with another, significant long-term changes in national life can be 

monitored. 

Furthermore, sample surveys are another key data source. Sampling, if scientifically conducted, 

can produce almost as accurate results as a complete count. Official continuous surveys are Key source of 

statistics, essential for monitoring social and economic trends. Such surveys can monitor such things as 

the size and structure of labour force and the activities of households e.g. spending pattern, family 

structure, housing conditions, education, health, etc.
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Based on the aforementioned, census and survey which are statistical tools are essential in 

determining the number of inhabitants living in a given area, locality or country. It will be difficult to have 

a good governance if the government is ignorant of the number of citizens to provide for. 

Security/Crime Rate 

Good governance of any nation is a function of security of lives and properties. A country without 

the knowledge of its population size cannot provide adequate security for its citizens. In this respect, 

statistical tool is used in determining the number of security personnel’s and security apparatus required for 

safety as well as civilian-security officer ratio. 

Moreover, crime statistics is used to collect data on criminal acts throughout the nation for 

eventual intervention by the authority. The crime statistics might suggest problems of criminality that 

demand positive policy intervention. From the above, it shows that statistics plays a vital role in obtaining 

data essential for the security of lives and properties in a good governance. 

Health (Data to Improve People’s Lives) 

The first responsibility of government is to safeguard the health of its citizens. This is an integral 

part of good governance. For government to achieve the above objective, it requires the data of the people 

living in that country, health facilities available, health personnel required and health infrastructures 

required. 

However, infant morality and life expectancy at birth are two prime indicators of health that fall 

under the heading population (or vital) statistics. If the infant mortality is abnormally high compared with 

other countries, and the life expectancy at birth unusually low, then there is a clear sign of the need for 

policy changes. It might be important to identify abnormal incidences of serious disease and resulting death 

rates. In such case, accurate data are the key to deploying often scarce health resources, to best effect. 

Furthermore, the key indicator of health provision is the number of doctors and other healthcare 

professionals per head of population, when this is studied in conjunctions with other health indicators, can 

result in powerful signals about a country health policies. Hence, the role of statistics in providing data on 

health for meaningful decision on health for all in good governance cannot be underestimated. 

Education 

The development of any nation depends on the educational upliftment of its citizens. It is on this 

note that any administration to be considered as being a good governance, the education of the citizens 

particularly the youths is very essential. 

For the government to provide sound, quality and good education for her citizens, there is a strong 

need to know the number of the people that fall within the school age, being nursery, primary, secondary 

and tertiary. This can be achieved using educational statistics of the nation. 

The government needs the data on the population group that falls within certain age brackets. This 

includes the population of pupils in primary school stage, how many of them are in the school? What is 

number of those not in school?, the same thing for the post primary education. What are the infrastructure 

facilities available for these? What about the personnel? The number of teachers required for the provision 

of qualitative education and other educational personnel are essential. In order to achieve all these, the vital 

instrument required achieving all to obtain the detailed data on every aspect of educational level is 

statistics. Based on this educational data, the government can made a meaningful decision/policy on the 

education for its citizens, which form the integral part of good government. 

Shelter 

According to Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, shelter is defined as “a place to live, 

where someone is protected,, especially from the weather or from danger, and is considered as one of the 

basic needs of life”. For a government to be considered as being a good government, the citizens should be 

provided with shelter. To achieve this, the data on the population of the country is required. What number 

of shelter is required for such population? How many are available now? How many more are required? 

What are the population of inhabitants in each area of federation? What are data on spaces for building of 

houses? What are the professionals and experts requirement for the accomplishment of the objective? All 

these can be obtained though statistics. With collection of these data, government is then in proper position 

to, make a policy on shelter that can be affordable and acceptable to the citizens, which can then translate 

into the making of provision of shelter to the citizens. 



 

Rule of Law 

According to popular saying that “Justice delayed is justice denied”. How will justice not be 

delayed when there is no adequate and correct data on detention and types of offences committed? 

However, there is need for determining the number of cases per judge and other judiciary matters that 

require justice and the facilities available for effective implementation 

According to Bamiduro (2005), “Statistics in law could provide a good illustration of the 

dilemma, limits and limitations of statistics. Question may be raised about sample selection process and a 

full census may even be called for. The argument is that sampling strategy particularly probability-based 

that enables inductive inference from sample to population often attracts.serious conduction from the 

opposing interest”. 

He further stressed that judgment are based on weight of evidence as determined on a set of truth 

assessment criteria. But a lot depends on how evidence has been led and the nature of the case. But counsel 

to each side has already taken a fixed position and he argues along the direction of that position. Each 

position is statistical hypothesis, the evidence is the data, the assessment criterion is test statistics, the 

counsels are each the analyst defending a position, and may not be objective. The entire process of 

developing the evidence is the design, analysis and interpretation of data; errors could be committed even 

by the most unbiased neutral judge: error type I, is taking a position that convicts the innocent; and type II, 

is taking the position that frees the guilty; the probability of the first error is the so called level of 

significance and that of committing the guilty is the power of test. 

From the above illustration, it shows that, for a rule of law to take its normal position in 

democratic setting, which is one of the indicators of good governance, adequate, and correct data on every 

aspect of fundamental human rights are required. The failure of which results into infringement on one’s 

fundamental human rights. 

Auditing, Accountability and Transparency 

Statistical indicators provide a framework for good governance. Without such data, governments 

would be operating blindly, by instinct, with all the implications this has for wasted resources and policy 

errors that might take years or even decades to rectify. In this regard, official statistics must be of sufficient 

quality to allow the government to take policy with confidence and the process of compiling and publishing 

the data must have sufficient transparency to make people feel confident about the evidence on which 

government is basing its decisions. 

Moreover, a good statistical system allows government to report to the people on the progress of 

its policies and empowers the people to judge their success or otherwise. In other words, a good statistical 

system is a key factor in making government transparent and accountable to the people. 

Furthermore, if governments are seen to be using the best available data on the state of the nation 

for both short - and long-term policy marking, they are far more likely to command public support for their 

actions. The public will be able to see for themselves the evidence on which policymaking is based and 

continue to use statistics to judge the results of such policies. 

Managing Government 

For an administration to be considered of being a good governance, government needs statistics to 

run the country efficiently, both day-to-day and in the longer term. It needs statistics to “balance its books” 

- to ensure it raises enough money from taxes to pay for all its plans. It needs regional and community data 

to concentrate its efforts were most needed. 

Moreover, statistics also plays a key role for the government to perform its duty to provide enough 

information to enable others to make correct decision be they businesses or individuals. Statistics also 

serves as a powerful instrument in building a national consensus on a whole range of action-and, as such, 

are cornerstone of the democratic process. Good Statistics enable a county to fulfill its international 

responsibilities and send a positive message to the rest of the world.
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Data for Day-to-Day Administration 

For an administration to be of good governance, money and jobs are two things that are at the top 

of most people’s list of priorities. Growth and prosperity of a nation depend to a large extent on the 

controlling the rate of inflation i.e. rate at which retail prices of goods and services are charging (increasing 

or decreasing). The retail (or consumer) price index is among the most high profile and keenly anticipated 

statistics issued by government usually on mostly basis. 

According to Nurudeen and Ojoawo (2001), “Consumer/Retail price index is defined as the 

measure of relative changes in consumer price over time. It is often used by Economist and Government 

officials to measure changes in the purchasing power of a given currency”. 

Consumer price index is published monthly as it affects nearly everyone and most people 

understand it- because it indicates the value of their money. Inflation is closely linked to the conduct of 

government policy for example, the interest rates set by the central bank and its accurate measurement is 

considered a key criterion of short - term economic management. Furthermore, labour market statistics 

indicates the levels of employment and unemployment and earnings - are key short-term indicators of 

economic health and whether or not the government needs to make adjustments in economic policy. There 

are also issued monthly and keenly anticipated by economic analysts and the media. 

Balance of trade statistics provides data that are closely monitored by the government and the 

business world because of the economic penalties that can swiftly accrue from trade imbalances. However, 

statistic on industrial output provides data on possible imbalances in the economy whether or not a 

particular set or (for example manufacturing industry, or agriculture) is in decline and might need to be the 

target of government intervention. 

From the aforementioned, the day-to-day administration in terms of good governance cannot be 

achieved without correct and adequate statistical data. 

Longer-Term Policy Making 

For government to be of good governance, there is strong need for further planning (i.e. longterm 

planning) based on data collected within a given period. 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is a key indicator for government. Together with its 

individual components, it shows how the economy is responding to government policy. GDP per person is 

a readily understood indicator of the nation’s economic well-being and one often used when comparing one 

country' with another The balance of payments can demonstrate the requirement for policy adjustments and 

is also one of the indicators scrutinized by potential foreign inventor in the country. 

However, Agricultural Statistics clearly have implications for long-term planning particularly, if 

they show a move away from the land into urban areas or a decline in traditional farming methods. 

Population Statistic often indicates the need for government intervention for example, if the population is 

expanding so rapidly that there are major policy implications in the fields of education, housing, healthcare, 

etc. Healthcare Statistics might indicate the need for a change of policy in the provision of medical services 

or the preponderance of particular diseases. 

Access To Information 

Access to information or freedom of information (FOI) is a universally recognized tool of a 

democratic society. Corruption and other sorts of abuse of public office lurk and flourish in the darkness; 

access to information works as sunshine and help society to hold government and various public officials 

accountable for their activities. 

A fundamental value underpinning the right to know is “The principle of maximum disclosure, 

which establishes a presumption that all information held by public bodies should be subject to disclosure 

unless there is an overriding public interest justification to non-disclosure”. This principle also implies the 

introduction of “effective mechanisms through which the public can access information, including request 

driven system as well as proactive publication and dissemination of key materials”. 

However, the successful collection of official statistics is often described as a “circular process”, 

in which government, those who supply data to government (respondents), those who use or
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benefit from the statistics (enterprises and citizens), and the media are all interlinked and interdependent. 

Official statistics are such a vital indicator of the state of the nOimi thal he who owns then 

possesses a key source of political power. Therefore, government has a d"Sy to make official statistics 

readily available to all its citizens, even if the data put the government in an unfavourable light. 

More importantly, the news media play a critical role in the process. They are a key channel 

through which government informs the public on statistical matters: and they act as a watchword in case of 

any attempt by the government to manipulated official statistics. 

Recommendations 

For the good governance to be achieved, the following are required: 

i. Efforts should be made to elevate the profile of statistics in the country and link it with other 

developmental projects for good governance. 

ii. Government should have in place a legislation establishing an independent and effective national 

statistical agency with mandate to supervise and co-ordinate the national statistical system. 

iii. There should be a programme of training for the personnels or collection of deserved data. 

iv. Rooting statistics in Nigeria realities, creating awareness about importance of statistics among users. 

v. Government should give higher priority to statistics, by developing statistical master plans and structures 

that will address current data needs. 

vi. Government should invest more in the quality improvement programme of statistical data collection. 

Conclusion 

The role of statistic in providing inputs, adequate, accurate and quality data for solid planning for 

the good governance for the citizens of the nation cannot be underestimate. However, good governance 

poses greater challenges to the office of (he official statistics of the nation, ns (he government policy will be 

centred on the data provided by the center. 

His necessity of good governance and government accountability to its citizens as a global trend 

now, made statistics imperative as an area of priority to any nation. Furthermore, when statistical structure 

and services are strengthened, it will provide more Relive internal and external services, leadership, 

co-ordination and harmonization of resources for the betterment of its citizens in terms of good governance. 
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